
ISSUE: PEACE and LOVE- Jesus and Holy Scripture versus the State of Vermont

It is written: [Jesus:] "Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy. 
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. Blessed are the 
peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God.  Blessed are those who are 
persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the Kingdom
of Heaven." -Matthew 5:7-10

"Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not
proud. It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no
records of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It
always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.  Love never
fails."  -1 Corinthians 13:4-8

"If anyone says, 'I love God,' yet hates his brother, he is a liar. For anyone who 
does not love his brother, whom he has seen, cannot love God whom he has not 
seen. And he has given us this command: Whoever loves God must love his 
brother." -1 John 4:20, 21

[Jesus:] "Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy. Blessed are the 
pure in heart, for they shall see God. Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will 
be called sons of God.  Blessed are those who are persecuted because of 
righteousness, for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven." -Matthew 5:7-10

"Make sure that nobody pays back
wrong for wrong, but always try to
be kind to each other and to
everyone else." -1 Thessalonians 5:15

"Love must be sincere. Hate what is
evil; cling to what is good. Be
devoted to one another in brotherly
love. Honor one another above
yourselves." -Romans 12:9, 10

"For in Christ Jesus neither
circumcision nor uncircumcision
has any value. The only thing that counts is faith expressing itself through love." 
-Galation 5:6
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"Do not enter the path of the wicked, and do not walk in the way of evil 
men. Avoid it; do not go on it; turn away from it and pass on.  For they cannot 
sleep until they have done wrong; they are robbed of sleep unless they have 
made someone stumble. For they eat the bread of wickedness and drink the wine
of violence. But the path of the righteous is like the light of dawn, which shines 
brighter and brighter until full day. The way of the wicked is like deep darkness; 
they do not know over what they stumble." -Proverbs 4:14-19

ACCUSATION: The STATE OF VERMONT is causing perpetual war and has no way to end it. 
Likewise, it has no ability to end sin, or end relational hostilities, and the like. The States’ secular 
gods and beliefs are altogether worthless.

“The Church [of Jesus Christ] knows nothing of any sanctity of war. War is a struggle for life 
using dehumanized means. The Church that prays to our Father yields to God only for peace." 
-Dietrich Bonhoeffer (Murdered by Hitler’s regime for his stand against him). 

“Whereas, the Council of Bishops of the United Methodist Church, meeting Nov. 9 at Lake 
Junaluska, N.C., is committed to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 
world; and Whereas, the Lord Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace, calls his followers to be 
peacemakers (Matt. 5:9); and Whereas, “We believe war is incompatible with the teachings 
and example of Christ” (Book of Discipline 2004, Par. 165.C);" 

Martin Luther King, Jr. had
it right: "The ultimate
weakness of violence is that it
is a descending spiral,
begetting the very thing it
seeks to destroy. Instead of
diminishing evil, it multiplies
it. Through violence you may
murder the hater, but you do
not murder hate. In fact,
violence merely increases
hate. Returning violence for
violence multiplies violence,
adding deeper darkness to a
night already devoid of stars.
Darkness cannot drive out
hate; only love can do that."  
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